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assist the Ambassador in carrying on .the present conversations.
Admiral Toyoda said he had in mind a high-ranking diplomatic
official with the personal rank of Ambassador, but he had not yet
approached the official in question and was therefore uncertain as to
whether he would agree to undertake to accept the mission. It
would be of great assistance to the Minister to ascertain whether the
Government of the United States, in the event that it was decided
to send the official in question to Washington, would be prepared
to make available a reservation for him on the aeroplane from Manila
to San Francisco. Admiral Toyoda said that the official in question
would not be accredited to the Government of the United States
but would be temporarily and unofficially attached to the Japanese
Embassy in Washington. I told the Foreign Minister that I would
transmit his inquiry to my Government.
In concluding the conversation, the Minister several times stressed
to me, in view of the importance of the time factor, the necessity of
expediting the progress of the conversations.
THE KONOYE CABINET FALLS
October 16, 1941
The Konoye cabinet fell at five o'clock this afternoon, the official
announcement having been given out at 8.15. We were in my study,
a dozen or more men, after a farewell dinner for Jack Curtis, when
the Brazilian Ambassador called up to tell me the news which he
had just heard. Everyone, including myself, was surprised, for
although I knew that the failure of progress in the American-Japanese
conversations would almost certainly bring about Konoye's fall
sooner or later, I had not looked for it so soon.
EXCHANGE OF LETTERS WITH PRINCE KONOYE
October 17, 1941
Prince Konoye this morning sent me the following personal letter :
i6th October, 1941
my dear ambassador,—It is with great regret and disappoint-
ment that my colleagues and I have had to resign owing to the
internal political situation, which I may be able to explain to you
sometime in the future.
I fed certain, however, that the cabinet which is to succeed
mine will exert its utmost in continuing to a successful conclusion
the conversations which we have been carrying on up till to-day.
It is my earnest hope, therefore, that you and your Government
will not be too disappointed or discouraged either by the change
of cabinet or by the mere appearance or impression of the new
cabinet. I assure, you that I will do all in my power in assisting

